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men. Had I not been appointed to this mission by the
Creator, I would not have left my home ; but I am bound
to execute His behests, until the time of my death arrives,
when I shall depart from this world in the same manner
in which I have entered it.7 After similar conversations,
Eskandar bade farewell to the Brahmans, and returned to
his camp.

In some chronicles it is recorded that after Zulqarneen
had vanquished Fur, he heard that at the other extremity
of India there lived a king whose name was Kyd, a sove-
reign endowed with prudence, justice, and piety, whose
realm was in a high state of culture, and subjects civilized.
He was said to have governed his army and his subjects in
such a manner as to have brought even their sexual and
irascible passions under his control, and his age had ex-
ceeded nearly three hundred years.   Eskandar despatched
couriers to him with the following message:   6 When my
ambassador reaches thee, sit not down if thou art standing;
and if thou be on a journey, make haste, or else thou shalt
feel my wrath, like many other countries of Hindustan.'
When the envoys arrived at the court of Kyd, he received
them with great honours, and called Eskandar the king of
kings  whenever he had occasion to mention his name.
With the returning ambassadors he despatched the follow-
ing message to Eskandar : ' I possess things not existing in
the treasury of any king.    I have a virgin of unparalleled
beauty,  a philosopher able to  answer   all   questions,  a
physician incomparable in the art of maintaining health,
and a goblet which always remains full, even if the whole
world were to drink therefrom.    All these I present to his
majesty, with the request to excuse me from personal
attendance on account of my age and weakness; but if it
must be, I shall make my appearance at his court/   After
perusing  this  epistle, Eskandar was   astonished   at   the
rarities mentioned, and sent learned men to Kyd, to see
whether the reality tallied with the statement contained
therein.    The philosophers departed, arriving in due time
at the residence of Kyd, the Hindu sovereign, who received